
EARLY MAN

Paleolithic Art



Cave Paintings

Two ibexes, head to head

Cave paintings,
some estimated to
be as old as 35,000
years, are the
grandest and most
awe-inspiring
artistic creations of
homo sapiens
during the
Paleolithic period.



Cave Paintings at Lascaux
Paintings found on cave walls
in southern France.
Several Theories on why they
were painted:

Religious Purposes
Teaching Tool
Target Practice
Form of History





Some So. European Sites



Great Hall of the Bulls at Lascaux



Falling Cow at Lascaux



Longhorns from Lascaux



Black Stag at Lascaux



Chauvet: Bear and panther



2 Bears at Chauvet



Engraved Owl at Chauvet



Chauvet: Assorted Animal
Engravings



Back-to Back Bison at Lascaux



Giant Deer at Chauvet

The next four
paintings are of
various animals
that share
common
characteristics.
What are those
characteristics?
What do they
point to as a
reason for
creating these
paitnings?



Bison from Altamira



Cow at Lascaux



Horse at Lascaux



Human figure

Compare the
representation of the
human figure to those of
the animals you just
saw. What conclusions
can you draw?



“Sign Language” at Chauvet



Symbol in front of Falling Cow



More signs at Chauvet



Branching sign



Artist’s Handprint



Stone Tools





Lascaux Lamp



Lamps: Found at Lascaux



Incised Bracelet



Sculpture: Venus of Willendorf



Dolni Vestonice



Lady of Brassempoui



Stonehenge



Stonehenge



Drawing of reconstructed Stonehenge


