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The following is @ history of the Texas Cave Conservancy)
Please feel frec to use it bn any cave velated pulication. For
additional buformation contack:

Texas Cave Consevaney
1200 \yest Pavk
Cedar Park, Texis 72615

Tee-caves@austiny.com
512-249-2223
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On October 13, 1994 the Texas Cave Conservancy was officially started in New
Braunfels, Texas. Bob Finger, Sandi Moerbe, Stan Moerbe, Gary Napper, Jack Ralph,
Mike Walsh, Mike Warton and others started the Texas Cave Conservancy. The TCC
supports recreational use, not abuse, where appropriate. Through the development of
some cave preserves open for limited public use, the long term goal of cave protection
can better be achieved.

This non-member, non-profit, 501 (c) (3) Texas Corporation is dedicated to the protection
of caves, cave life, and aquifers as related to caves. We work through public education,
scientific research and cave management by assisting land developers, municipalities,
ofher non-profit organizations and private land- owners in the protection and
management of caves. Currently, we are involved in cave management activities in over
fifty cave preserves in the Austin, Texas area Over one hundred and fifty caves are
protected.

There are over one thousand known caves in the urban areas throughout Texas. Some of
the best caves have already been destroyed. As development continues, the goal of the
Texas Cave Conservancy is to save as many caves as possible through the establishment
of parks and preserves. Much of our income is from the design, construction, and the
‘management of cave preserves. As a non-profit organization, our consultation is provided
af no cost to the cave owner.

We are currently working with cavers and cave owners in Besar, Edwards, Hays, Kinney,
Rimble, Real, Sutton, Travis, Val Verde, Uvalde and Williamson Counties. We are,
however, interested in cave protection throughout all of Texas. We work to protect caves
through conservation easements, donations, leases, or purchase

The Texas Cave Conservancy is a grass roofs organization started by cavers. Please
review our conservation policy, history, and activities. If you feel that Texas down-under
is worth saving, you are invited to assist the Texas Cave Conservancy as Associates.




[image: image3.jpg]TCC Timeline

1994
The Texas Cave Conservancy is founded on
October 13th, 1994.

1995
The TCC hosts the Texas Speleological
Association meeting at Camp Wood, Texas,
where a Memorandum of Agreement was signed
with the Nueces Canyon Chamber of Commerce.
This agreement later led to TCC management
agreements on a number of caves including
Palace Cave, (Kinney County), and Turkey Pen
Cave (Real County).

In October, the TCC was to focus of an article in
the Texas Highways Magazine,

Later that same year, the TCC designed and built
the Oak Brook Karst Preserve in Williamson
County. This was the very first cave management
contract obtained by the TCC.

1996

The TCC establishes a cave preserve at Webb Cave, in Alamo Village near Brackettville
This preserve was dedicated as the Webb-Shahan Cave Preserve with a number of family

bt
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The TCC acquires a conservation
casement with the Brushy Creek
Municipal Utility District for Beck
Ranch Cave as well as nine other
caves in Williamson County. Later
that year, the TCC designed and
installed a high quality wrought
iron fence around Beck Ranch
Cave to prevent unauthorized
access to the cave in an effort to
protect the bats housed there
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The TCC grows to more than 75
Associates, Sandi Moerbe retires as TCC
Director. The TCC hosts a number of
cave frips in West Texas.

2001
The TCC signs an agreement with Lumberman's
Tnvestment Corporation and the City of Cedar Park,
Texas to manage thirty-two of the Westside
Preserve caves, including Buttercup Creek Cave
and Marigold Cave. Since that time TCC
management of caves and preserves has now grown
to include over fifty cave preserves containing more
than one hundred and fifty caves

(%)
BUTTERCUP (REEK
CAVE PRESERVY
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The TCC obfains a contract to manage the
Hidden Glenn Cave Preserves in Round Rock,
Texas. The TCC enhances the Hidden Glenn
Cave Preserve with frails and a high quality
entrance sign. The TCC works to expand the
trails in the Westside Preserve.

2003
The TCC celebrates moving into their new headquarters in Cedar Park, Texas. The house
along with three small caves and 4.25 acres adds great value to the TCC. In addition to

having a campground on the property, the land serves as a home for the TCC Library and
Meeting Room

The TCC obtains a contract to manage the 109 acre Discovery Well track in Cedar Park,
Texas. The TCC is also hired that year to conduct fire ant control activities at the Big
Tree Cave Preserve and the Chaos Cave Preserve,
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The TCC now grows to more than 125 Associates. The Texas Cave Management
Association bought Pumpkin & Decp Cave in Edwards County, Texas. The TCC assisis

the TCMA with the purchase by providing a significant monthly contribution to the
TCMA.

Cave Day
Kay Redden Park

On Saturday, April
16, the TCC hosts
Austin's  very first
CAVE DAY, an
event open fo the
public.  Over 250
members  of the
community in Austin
attend despite rain,
possible hail, and the
threat of tornados

The TCC introduces the characters Ricky & Rebecca Rhadine

(beetle) in order to educate young children in the Austin arca

about the importance of saving our precious cave resources
t CAVE DAY Radio message,

With the assistance of a grant from Sandi Moerbe, the TCC converts a 500 square foot
garage at the TCC Headquarters into a brand new multifunctional meeting room and
party place.

The TCC web site is launched by Webmaster George Ningehelser with the official web
address of www texascaves. org,

Steve Gutting is elected TCC Director.




[image: image8.jpg]The second grant is to
develop cave related
brochures and other
materials for the bianaual
event - CAVEDAY.

The TCC obtains four grants in
order to assist in reaching our
goals. One grant will be used to
develop Avery Ranch Cave and
Dies Ranch Treaswe Cave into
educational show caves. Work is
currently underway on the project.

The third grant
is to design and
install 45
educational
signs for the
caves in the
Westside
Preserve. Open
year round, the
Westside Preserve offer an opportunity to

Learn about caves and to enjoy nature.
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[image: image9.jpg]The fourth grant is from the Bubble Cave Conservancy of West Virginia, for the purpose
of building an outdoor shower for cavers at the TCC Headquarters.

Bob Finger & Jack Ralph retire as TCC Directors. Gordon Birkhimer and Donna
Mosesmann are elected new TCC Directors.

The TCC is requested to design a cave preserve at the Buzzs Old Gold Cave site at
Avery Ranch. The site design and map is approved by the City of Austin and the cave
preserve development was started the following year.

The TCC headquarters serves as host for a four day planning session of the National
Cave Rescue Association

Negotiations started to transfer management of the 109-acre Discovery Well tract from.
TEXDOT to the City of Cedar Park. Hike and bike trails will be developed on this
property for use by the public once approval from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has
been received.

2006
The TCC grows to more than 150 Associates
Mike Walsh is hired as the TCC President, the
conservancy's first full-time employee

On March 3, Avery Ranch Cave becomes
the first cave .owned. by the Texas Cave
Conservancy. The TCC will develop
Avery Ranch Cave as an educational
show cave available for public visifation
at no charge.





[image: image10.jpg]May 16, the TCC was given our second cave, the
Dies Ranch Treasure Cave. This cave will be used as
a vertical training site. It will also be used in CAVE
DAY activities in 2008. In addition to this, the TCC
will take on the management of six caves in the Deer
Creck Development in Cedar Park, Texas. One of the
caves is B.A.B.E pit. This cave will be used as a C02
study cave. These projects will require a great deal of
work and volunteer effort in order to ready them for
public use.

The Ricky & Rebecca Rhadine (beetle) audio tape is developed for children for CAVE
DAY 2006. The live in Mushroom Cave, A caver calls into the cave to see if they are
there, lowers a microphone and Ricky and Rebecea tell their story. Ricky & Rehecea

recording,

The Texas Cave Conservancy was awarded the 2006
National Speleological Society Group Cave Conservation

Groilp Consenvation Avard ~ Cave Management Award at the NSS Banquet, August
g e e e 11, 2006, in Bellingham, Washington The Texas Cave
Tosks e Eobri Conservancy was represented at the NSS Banquet by

over fifty

Associates  from

around the

country.  Thanks
goes out o all of
the  200TCC

Associates  in
Texas and around the couniry that helped us to
seceive this, the NSS Group conservation award.
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[image: image12.jpg]On February, 23-25, 2007 the TCC hosted the first TCC
Winter Conference. Over 75 cavers attended the tours
and cave related workshops

Twin Creeks Conference Area

Texas Cave Conservancy owned
Dies Ranch Treasure Cave

In 2006 and beyond, we, as a trailblazing conservation organization hope to continue to
grow, protect and preserve the local cave environments with support from the caving
community and the general public.
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