                Dies Ranch Treasure Cave

Welcome to the Dies Ranch Treasure Cave Preserve.  This lot was set aside to protect one of the most impressive cave entrances in the Buttercup Creek area.  In March, 2006, the cave was obtained by the Texas Cave Conservancy.  Please feel free to visit the cave any time that cavers are on the site.  The site will be used by cavers and firemen for vertical rope training. In addition, from time to time, the public will be allowed in the cave.   The cave was part of the old Jack Dies Ranch.  The old Dies Ranch Headquarters is now owned by the City of Cedar Park.  



The cave has been the site of extensive old excavations, perhaps searching for treasure or hidden gold.  The tailing piles are evidence of the efforts.  A fifty-sixty foot deep hand dug well was located thirty feet south of the cave.  What may have started this search for lost gold? 

 The local outlaw Sam Bass and his gang robbed a train at Big Spring Station, Nebraska on September 18, 1877.  They found 3000 newly minted $20 gold pieces in the safe.  Over $60,000! After splitting the gold six ways, Sam Bass and Jack Davis left for Texas.  Bass continued to rob trains while in Texas.  He is said to have lived in a cave near Prairie Dell, Texas.  While in Round Rock, Texas to rob a bank, he was shot and captured.  He died on July 21, 1878.  His body was brought to Austin for display. 

 The infamous Sam Bass was dead.  Where was his gold?  For several years following his death, people searched and excavated a number of caves in Williamson County.  No gold was located.  Today those 600 coins would be worth over $350,000.  Feel free to keep any gold that you might find while visiting the Dies Ranch Treasure Cave.

