This was developed to assist in our public education efforts to tell children about the cave related endangered species.  It was later recorded by Bill and Jeanette Larson.  On CAVE DAY we lower a fake micro-phone into Mushroom Cave to see if we can pick up Ricky and Rebecca.  We then play the message on a tape recorder.  We have found that the message may be too long due to the short attention span of the visitors.

Ricky & Rebecca Rhadine 

Caver:  Check and see if Ricky & Rebecca are in there.

Ricky:  I'm  down here, I am Ricky Rhadine Persephone.

Rebeca:  I 'm his sister Rebecca.

Ricky:  How are things up there?  I looks pretty bright. Welcome to our new home, we floated over on one of the underground streams.  

Rebeca:  We would invite you into our new home but you are so big you might step on us.  

Ricky: For those of you that don't know, we are insects but very special insects.  We are rare beetles. We are about the size of a large red ant.   We are only found in fifty caves in the world and all of the caves are within three miles us.   Because we have been in caves for thousands of years, you might say we are some of the the earliest Texans. We never leave our home, the cave so until recently, we really have not had much influence on what happens up there, where you live.  

Rebeca:  Hey!  You are doing all the talking, let me talk some.  Twenty years ago, Cedar Park was a sleepy little town when building started.  That is when we started making a difference in your world. Some people up there looked around and said "What around here needs to be saved"?  Those scientists found us, of course, we were never lost.  They said, Let's save these critters".  

Ricky: My turn.  Here at Westside Preserve, the Lumberman's Corporation set aside seventeen cave preserve areas to save our homes, the caves.  The area around our homes, is called the critical habitat area.  Thanks to us and the other cave insect families, there are over 100 caves preserves set aside in the Austin area.

Rebecca:  Well, what can we do for you?  That is a good question. People live on 24 hour clocks, we are on a ride that never stops.  We live underground in the dark and we never leave the cave but we have all we need to eat and drink. 

Ricky:  We live on cricket eggs and water.  Have you ever tried cricket eggs?We love them.  How about water, ever tried that?  Of course you have. The area around the cave is the critical habitat area.  Each night one third of all the crickets go out for dinner.  The plants around the cave are their meal.  If the evil old fire ant does not eat the crickets, they return to the cave and lay lots of eggs.  That is our meal.

Rebecca:  Do you have a brother?  Does he like to talk all the time? ... We mentioned water.  That is where you come in.  You want it to be clean and so do we.  There are four streams that run through our home, the Buttercup Creek Cave System.  To you they may be small but to us they are huge!   OK Ricky, your turn.

Ricky:  The Texas Cave Conservancy works to protect us.  They kill the fire ants without using chemicals.  They also go into the caves and check to see if there are problems.  What problem could they be? ............You guessed it, water pollution.  As long as we have clean water in our home, the cave, you can have clean water in your home. That's it, the bugs, the cavers, and the City of Cedar Park are all working together for clean water and some great parks.

Rebecca: When you are out here learning, you are doing your part. We need to go eat so you be sure to come back to see us sometime.

Ricky: We hope you enjoy your visit today on CAVE DAY.  Be sure to come back when you can.  Ask the cavers for  one of our photos,  and have fun up there.  Don't get sun burned.

Ricky & Rebecca:  Good By............


    TCC Monthly Inspections                 
October, 2004-September, 2005

October 19, 2004
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

81.7




65.4



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine     Invicta

Whitestone Pit

73.3


76.2%
 
 0
     0

Godzilla Cave


74.0


79.6%
 
 0
     0

Harvestman Cave

73.6


71.4%
  
 0
     0

November 22, 2004
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather conditions

          65.7



96.5

    

  Rain





Temperature     
 Humidity     
 Rhadine       Invicta

Animal Canyon                       77.9      
  
 57.7%      
 2                  0

TWAS Cave                        
 73.5         
  
 58.9%              0                  0

May B A Cave
             73.8         
  
 54.3%          
 1                  0

Good Friday
             
 74.8                 
  75.9%             0                  0

December 18, 2004
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions


53.3



65.4%


Clear 





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine     Invicta

Tree House Cave             
71.3             

76.2%           
 1                0

Boulevard Cave               
72.5             

73.6%            
 0                0

Nelson Ranch Cave            
71.1


 71.1%          
 1
       0
Whitewater Cave       
69.5             

 79.3%         
 1                0

January 25, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Condition


68.9




61.7



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine     Invicta

Whitestone Pit
            67.9           

 72.5%              1               0

Godzilla Cave                         66.6            

74.8%               1               P

Harvestman Cave                  72.4
        

 71.7%              0               0

February 19, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

58.3




84.5



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine      Invicta

Animal Canyon 
  
 74.6           

62.6%
  
 1
       0

TWAS Cave


78.4


59.4%
  
 0
       0

May B A Cave

75.8


61.6%
             0
       0

Good Friday Cave

71.4


78.1%
   
 1 
       0

March 29, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

62.7




81.3



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine    Invicta

Tree House Cave

72.7


76.7%
  
 0
      0

Boulevard Cave

71.9


73.3%
   
 0
      0

Nelson Ranch Cave

75.4


71.3%
  
 1
      0    

Whitewater Cave

73.8


78.4%
   
 0
      P

April 19, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

75.2




83.1



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine     Invicta

Whitestone Pit

72.3


75.4%
  
 0
       0

Godzilla Cave


74.8


78.3%
  
 1
       0

Harvestman Cave

78.3


71.8%
  
 2
       0

May 26, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

74.3




69.9



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine     Invicta

Animal Canyon

74.9


61.4%
  
 1
       0

TWAS Cave


77.5


58.8%
             0
       0

May B A Cave

72.6


54.3%
  
 0
       0

Good Friday   

            73.3             
            69.5%
  
 0
       0

June 18, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

91.7




72.6



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine     Invicta

Tree House Cave 

71.6        
 
74.6%
  
0

 0

Boulevard Cave

75.5
     

 59.9%             0

 0

Nelson Ranch Cave  

73.4


68.5%
            0

 0

Whitewater Cave

72.9
      

78.8%
            1

 0

July 23, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

84.7




86.5



Rain





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine      Invicta

Whitestone Pit

72.8


74.1%
 
 0

  0

Godzilla Cave


74.3


74.0%
 
 1

  0

Harvestman Cave

73.1


72.9%
 
 0

  0

August 16, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

85.6




69.2



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine     Invicta

Animal Canyon 

76.2


59.0%

0

 0

TWAS Cave


75.1


54.5%
  
0

 0

May B A Cave

79.8


52.7%
            1

 0

Good Friday 

            74.5


73.3%
  
1

 0

September 17, 2005
Surface Temperature

Relative Humidity

Weather Conditions

93.3




67.3



Clear





Temperature

Humidity
Rhadine      Invicta

Tree House Cave 

69.4       

 76.9%

 0
           
 0

Boulevard Cave

76.8       
 
64.0%
  
 0

 0

Nelson Ranch Cave        
73.3
         

 58.3%
 
 0

 0
Whitewater Cave
            75.0
      
 
69.1%
             1

 0

