The City of Cedar Park asked the Texas Cave Conservancy to write the new cave related regulations concerning the endangered species caves.  The City Council adopted the regulations in 2005.  The photo shows the cave regulations on a sign at the Cedar Elm Cave Preserve.
New City of Cedar Park Regulations


The cave preserves have been established for the protection of the cave related endangered species.  Activities permitted within the preserves are regulated by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife.  The species protected is a small, cave adapted beetle designated as the Rhadine  persephone  This beetle exists only in a small number of caves near Cedar Park, Texas.  For their protection, cave gates have been installed on all caves within the cave preserve system.   Each evening, cave crickets leave the caves to search for food.  The areas around the caves are known as the critical habitat areas.  It shall be unlawful for any person to damage the vegetation within the critical habitat areas.  Extra care should be used in the areas near the caves where this sign is displayed.  Please report harmful activities to the City of Cedar Park.
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NOTICE:  This area is a habitat conservation and park preserve area for one or more ENDANGERED SPECIES or other species of concern pursuant to a Federal Endangered Species Act, Section 10 (A) incidental take permit issued by the Federal Department of the Interior.  Anyone entering this area, depositing foreign material, committing vandalism or any other acts of mischief which may harm these Federally   Protected Species may be criminally prosecuted under the penalty provisions of the Endangered Species Act..    

Punishment of up to one year in prison and fines of up to $25,000, per offense, may be levied against violators.  

It shall be unlawful for any person in a cave preserve area to:

1. Damage any of the vegetation within the critical habitat area or within the cave preserve.

2. Introduce any foreign material such as chemicals, sewage, petroleum products, pesticides, etc. into the caves, the critical habitat areas, or within the cave preserve.

3. Enter any area posted as “Closed to the Public.”

4. Dump or otherwise dispose of trash, junk, garbage, refuse, unsightly matter, brush or other waste within the caves, the critical habitat area or the cave preserve.

5. Operate or use any type of motorized vehicle, including but not limited to, motorcycles, motorbikes mini-bikes, ATV’s on any trail or surface area within the cave preserves.  City of Cedar Park authorized maintenance or public safety vehicles may be permitted.

6. Enter the critical habitat areas outside the established trails.

7. Enter the caves without authorization.

8. Take, remove, or otherwise harm any species within the caves without a U.S. Fish & Wildlife permit issued for the purpose of scientific investigation. 

