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Mike Walsh started caving in September 1967 with the Southwest Texas University Grotto.  In 1978, he was the co-chairman of the NSS Convention in Texas.  In 1978 he was awarded the NSS Fellowship for his caving activities.  In 1978, he was one of the three founders of the Texas Old time Cavers Reunion.  In 1986, he was one of the founders of the Texas Cave Management Association.  In 1994, he was one of the founders of the Texas Cave Conservancy.  In 2006, the TCC was awarded the NSS Conservancy Conservation Award.  Today, he is actively working with cave conservancies around the nation on urban cave management. The following lists some of the conservation and cave management related activities conducted by Mike Walsh.

1985

 May 5, 1985 was the first meeting at Mike Warton’s house in Austin, Texas concerning a new cave management organization that became the Texas Cave Management Association (TCMA). Robert Green, Mike Walsh, Mike Warton.

May 15, 1985, a TSA Committee was created at the TSA Convention in Georgetown,

Texas to investigate the possibility of working with the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD) on the protection of the State of Texas caves. On September 18, 1985, Mike Walsh was confirmed as the Chairman of the TSA Liaison Committee

1986

The TCMA worked with Mike Herring of the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department to identify some of the best caves in Texas to acquire. Later, Kickapoo Cave, Green Cave, Fawcett’s Cave and the Devil’s Sinkhole and the Gorman Falls Cave property were purchased by the TPWD. Mike Walsh

On April 7, 1986, the Texas Cave Management Association was created in Austin, Texas.  Robert Green, Mike Grimm, Mike Walsh, Mike Warton

 
The TCMA was incorporated with the Secretary of the State of Texas.


Robert Green, Mike Walsh, Mike Warton, were the initial Directors

On July 19, 1986 the Regional Conference on Caves and Land Development was hosted by the TCMA and the City of Austin. Lea Stone (COA), Mike Walsh (TCMA) project directors.

TCMA members drafted a State of Texas Cave Protection Bill.

Carolyn Biegert, Linda Palit, Mike Walsh, George Veni

The TCMA conducted a cave conservation poll at ORT.  The result of this poll was printed in the August 1986 issue of the Texas Caver. TCMA

On December 12, 1986 a Richmond Area Speleological Society grant of $2500 for a Texas Bat Publication was received by the TCMA. Mike Walsh, Jay Jorden

1987

With the initial structure in place, Walsh resigned as the Chairman of the TPWD 

Liaison Committee at the Jan 24, 1987 TSA Meeting.   Mike Walsh then took over as TPWD Liaison for the Texas Cave Management Association.

The TCMA became an NSS Conservancy in April 1987. TCMA

On February 12, 2007 the TCMA presented testimony to the Texas Water Commission hearing in Hondo, Texas concerning caves and water protection.

     Mike Walsh

The TCMA, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department –Cave Task Force was created.

Mike Walsh was appointed the head of the committee for the TCMA.

October 16-18, the Kickapoo Caverns State Park Project finds six new caves in the park. TCMA, TSA

1988

 The TCMA acquired the non, profit IRS 501 ( c ) (3) status.

Jay Jorden, Mike Walsh

George Veni and Mike Warton completed the first central Texas karst invertebrate site study to support the Endangered Species Act. The TCMA started working with   the Austin office of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife.

     Mike Warton, Mike Walsh

1989

The TCMA developed and published, A Proposed Cave Management Plan for the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department. Mike Walsh –Editor & Publisher

April 1, 2, TCMA & TSA workers removed tons of trash from the caves and sinkholes during the Longhorn State Park Project.

Doug Allen (TSA), Mike Walsh (TCMA) project directors 

Whirlpool Cave in south Austin came under TCMA management. The gate was installed on May 22, 1989. Mike Grimm, Mike Walsh.

October 3, -7, 1989 the TCMA hosted the 1989 National Cave Management Symposium in New Braunfels, Texas.

Mike Walsh program chairman, Andy Grubbs, Carl Ponebshek, Bill Rupley

On September 29, 1989, the TCMA & the TSA received a Certificate of Volunteer Service from Governor William Clements.

TCMA Membership

On June 15, 1989 the Texas Sportsman’s Law was signed by the Governor, William Clements with  “Cave Exploration” added.

Doug Allen, Carolyn Biegert, Linda Palit, Mike Walsh, George Veni

1990

Whirlpool Cave in south Austin & 4.5 acres was transferred to the TCMA by Col. Beckett following the payment of $1200 in back taxes. The tax value of the land was $46,000.

Mike Grimm & Mike Walsh

 July 27, 29, 1990 the Whirlpool Cave Preserve was built.

TCMA, TSA Membership

On October 13, 1990 the Texas Cave Raffle raised over $1800 to pay the back                         taxes to acquire Whirlpool Cave. TCMA, TSA, OTR 

The TCMA developed & published, Devil’s Sinkhole State Natural Area & Kickapoo Caverns State Park. Mike Walsh, Editor & Publisher

 The TCMA received the 1990 Barton Springs Aquifer District Conservation Award.

TCMA Membership

1991

On January 27, 1991 the TSA Winter Business Meeting was held at the TCMA owned Whirlpool Cave. Over 100 cavers attended.  This is the first Texas meeting to be held at a cave owned by Texas cavers. TCMA & TSA Members

A $1000 grant was given to the TCMA by the Wray Trust of Houston to develop the Whirlpool Cave Preserve. Jay Jorden & Mike Walsh

The TCMA assisted James Loftin in the gating of Wurzbach Bat Cave, San Antonio, Texas.  This cave was acquired by the De Luna family to protect the bats.

L.J. Graves, Charlie Savvas, Mike Walsh, Mike Warton

Following a research study by James Reddell, the TCMA signed a petition in San Antonio for nine cave species to be listed as U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service endangered species. They were later listed as endangered species. TCMA Board

1992

TCMA members located and secured the site for the 1994 NSS Convention, at   Brackettville, Texas. Carl Ponebshek, Mike Walsh

SWCA opened discussion on management of five endangered species caves.         Marigold was the largest of the five caves. Mike Warton ,Mike Walsh

The Edwards Underground Water District opened discussion with the TCMA on management of three San Antonio caves. Carl Ponebshek & Mike Walsh

The TCMA testified before the City of Austin Council concerning the value of caves. Mike Walsh 

The City of Austin requested an agreement to manage and monitor city owned caves. Doug Allen, L.J.Graves, Mike Walsh, Mike Warton

The TCMA Board of Directors voted to attempt to secure Lost Oasis Cave, Travis County. Jay Jorden, Carl Ponebshek, Mike Walsh. Mike Warton

1993

Lost Oasis Cave and 3.5 acres was donated to the TCMA. The land value is listed as$56,000. Jay Jorden, Mike Walsh

 The Lost Oasis Cave Preserve was built. TCMA Membership

SWCA and Lumberman’s Investment Corporation signed a contract for the TCMA to manage five endangered species caves, including Marigold Cave, for $1200 per year.  Mike Warton was appointed the cave manager.

L.J. Graves, Carl Ponebshek, Mike Walsh, Mike Warton

1994

TCMA members secured access to some of the best caves in the Brackettville area for the 1994 NSS Convention. This included Palace Cave, Turkey Pen Cave and Webb Cave at Alamo Village, Texas.

On October 13, 1994, several cavers gathered in New Braunfels, Texas to create the Texas Cave Conservancy (TCC). Bob Finger, Sandi Moerbe, Stan Moerbe, Gary Napper, Jack Ralph, Mike Walsh, Mike Warton and others started the Texas Cave Conservancy.  Mike Walsh has served as the President of the Texas Cave Conservancy from the establishment of the organization.  He was involved in all of the activities listed below.

1995

The TCC hosted the Texas Speleological Association meeting at Camp Wood, Texas, where a Memorandum of Agreement was signed with the Nueces Canyon Chamber of Commerce.  Later that same year, the TCC designed and built the Oak Brook Karst Preserve in Williamson County. This was the very first cave management contract obtained by the TCC

1996

The TCC established a cave preserve at Webb Cave, in Alamo Village near Brackettville. This preserve was later dedicated as the Webb-Shahan Cave Preserve.

1999

The TCC acquired a conservation easement with the Brushy Creek Municipal Utility District for Beck Ranch Cave as well as nine other caves in Williamson County.  Later that year, the TCC designed and installed a high quality wrought iron fence around Beck Ranch Cave to prevent unauthorized access to the cave in an effort to protect the bats housed there.  

 2001
 

The TCC signed an agreement with Lumberman's Investment Corporation and the City of Cedar Park, Texas to manage thirty-two of the Westside Preserve caves, including Buttercup Creek Cave and Marigold Cave.  Since that time TCC management of caves and preserves has now grown to include over forty-five cave preserves containing more than one hundred twenty-five caves.  

2002
 

         The TCC obtains a contract to manage the Hidden Glenn Cave Preserves in Round Rock, Texas.  The TCC enhances the Hidden Glenn Cave Preserve with trails and a high quality entrance sign.  The TCC works to expand the trails in the Westside Preserve.  

2003
 

       The TCC celebrated moving into their new headquarters in Cedar Park, Texas.  The house along with three small caves and 4.25 acres adds great value to the TCC.   In addition to having a campground on the property, the house serves as a home for the TCC Library and Meeting Room.  The TCC obtains a contract to manage the 109- acre Discovery Well track in Cedar Park, Texas. The TCC is also hired that year to conduct fire ant control activities at the Big Tree Cave Preserve and the Chaos Cave Preserve.

2004       

       The TCC has now grown to more than 125 Associates.  The Texas Cave Management Association bought Pumpkin & Deep Cave in Edwards County, Texas.  The TCC assists the TCMA with the purchase by providing a substantial monthly contribution to the TCMA. 

      On Saturday, April 16, the TCC hosted Austin’s very first CAVE DAY, an event open to the public. Over 250 members of the community in Austin attend despite rain, possible hail, and the threat of tornados. The TCC introduces the characters Ricky & Rebecca Rhadine (beetle) in order to reach and educate young children in Austin about the importance of saving our precious cave resources. 

      With the assistance of a grant from Sandi Moerbe, the TCC converts a 500 square foot garage at the TCC Headquarters into a brand new multifunctional meeting room and party place. The TCC web site is launched by Webmaster George Nincehelser with the official web address of www.texascaves.org. Steve Gutting is elected TCC Director. The TCC starts working with the owner of the Discovery Well tract to transfer management of that $10,000,000 property to the City of Cedar Park.  

2005

The TCC obtains four grants in order to assist in reaching our goals.  One grant will be used to develop Avery Ranch Cave into an educational show cave once the ownership is transferred to the TCC.  The second grant is to develop cave related brochures and other materials for the biannual event - CAVE DAY.  The third grant is to design and install 45 educational signs for the caves in the Westside Preserve.  The fourth grant is from the Bubble Cave Conservancy for the purpose of building an outdoor shower for cavers at the TCC Headquarters.

       Bob Finger & Jack Ralph retire as TCC Directors.  Gordon Birkhimer and Donna Mosesmann are elected new TCC Directors.  The TCC is asked to design a cave preserve at the Buzz's Old Gold Cave site. The site design and map is approved by the City of Austin and the cave preserve development was started the following year. 

The TCC headquarters serves as host for a four day planning session of the National Cave Rescue Association. Negotiations are now underway to transfer management of the 109-acre Discovery Well tract from TEXDOT to the City of Cedar Park.  Hike and bike trails may be developed on this property for use by the public once approval from the U.S.Fish & Wildlife Service has been received. 

2006
  

The TCC today has grown to more than 150 Associates.  Mike Walsh is hired as the TCC President, the conservancy’s first full-time employee. 

On March 3, Avery Ranch Cave becomes the first cave “owned” by the Texas Cave Conservancy.  The TCC has plans to will develop Avery Ranch Cave as an educational show cave available for public visitation at no charge.

May 16, the TCC was given our second cave, the Dies Ranch Treasure Cave. This cave will be used as a vertical training site. It will also be used in CAVE DAY activities in 2008.


  In addition to this, the TCC will take on the management of six caves in the Deer Creek Development in Cedar Park, Texas. One of the caves is B.A.B.E pit.  This cave will be used as a Co 2 study cave.  These two projects will require a great deal of work and volunteer effort in order to ready them for public use. The Ricky & Rebecca Rhadine (beetle) audiotape is developed for use on CAVE DAY 2006.

            Mike Walsh presented a talk at the 2006 NSS Convention on his work with developers that acquire caves.  He was invited to the initial formal meeting of the NSS Partnership Building Forum.  This is a group of NSS member that are city planners.  Walsh compiled the first national list of counties that have caves and heavy development.  With this list, the Partnership Building Forum can contact the governmental groups in these counties.  

The Texas Cave Conservancy was awarded the 2006 National Speleological Society Cave Management’s Section- Group Cave Conservation– Cave Management Award at the NSS Banquet, August 11, 2006, in Bellingham, Washington

2007


February 23-25, the first TCC Winter Conference was held at the TCC Headquarter.  It features caving, tours, educational workshops and a guest speaker following the Saturday night dinner.  This event is set up to work with new cavers.  Over 90 cavers attended this new event.  Cave management and cave conservation is featured.

At the 2007 NSS Convention, TCC President, Mike Walsh helped set up a national speakers bureau that would work with governmental agencies in their area. In addition, information was gathered concerning the counties, national wide, where developers are buying land with caves on that land. The total number of counties nation wide (excluding Florida) is fewer than 100.

The TCC Headquarters is open to cavers on a year round basis.   Water and electricity was added to the TCC Campground.  In addition, a new shower was built for the TCC campground.

On October 11, 2007, the TCC presented a poster on the Texas System for Urban Cave Management at the 2007 National Cave Management Symposium in St. Louis, Missouri. 

2008


In January, the management of the ten- million dollar. 104 acre Discovery Well Cave Preserve property was transferred to the City of Cedar Park, Texas.  The TCC will manage the cave preserve.

 
In April 2008, the NSS Partnership Forum had a table at the National Convention of the American Planning Association.  Over 6000 cities were represented and a number of contacts were made. 

Mike Walsh, President of the Texas Cave Conservancy, was instrumental in booth planning details and logistics. He helped man the booth and coordinated behind-the-scenes booth activities such as Forum business cards, NSS literature, contact information sheets, Partnership Forum staff shirts, and CDs with pertinent Karst Partnership Forum information. The Texas Cave Conservancy sponsored Kriste Lindberg’s air travel to the conference so she could participate in the booth 

 Walsh produced a nine-minute informative voice-over PowerPoint presentation, The Westside Preserve, used during the karst session.  The resulting presentation will be available for future use.

The TCC will expand their efforts in Public Education.  In addition, the TCC will work to explain the ‘Texas System’ to other conservancies.  This outlines how to work with developers that acquire caves.  Cavers can offer general cave information, arrange for high quality cave gates, build wood mulch trails, develop and install educational signs and conduct general land management operations

2009 

NSS News - January Issue.   The Cave Counties Threatened by Development list was updated.  Currently, nationwide, there are 93 counties identified where developers have acquired land with caves (excluding Florida).

Winter Conference - February 2-25, Cedar Park, Texas. – Over 75 cavers attended this third annual meeting. In addition to the regular caving introduction workshop, this year, the TCC started the Cave Management- Cave Conservation Workshop.  Cavers can work with experts, both in the field and in the caves, to obtain training.  Following the completion of forty hours in the field, a TCC Certificate will be issued.

National Ground Water Karst Conference - February 23-25, Safety Harbor, Florida. TCC associates; Kriste Lindberg and Mike Walsh ran the NSS Karst Partnership Forum table.  In addition, TCC President Mike Walsh presented a talk: “Management of cave related features in the Westside Cave Preserve, Cedar Park, Texas”. 

           TCC CAVE DAY - April 18, Cedar Park, Texas.  This was the first year that the TCC provided public entry into both the Avery Ranch Cave and the Dies Ranch Treasure Cave at the CAVE DAY event.  

          TCC Summer Event - July 17-19, Cedar Park, Texas.  The TCC invited the cavers on the way to the International Congress of Speleogy to stop by the TCC Headquarters for a weekend of camping, caving, cave management tours and a Saturday night Party.

         TCC Related - International Congress Activities.  The TCC provided information on free cave related activities in the Austin, Texas area.  In addition, the TCC hosted the Wednesday International Field Trip at the TCC headquarters and at TCC managed caves.

        TCC CAVE DAY - September 12, Cedar Park, Texas.  Despite over three inches of rainfall, almost 200 visitors went into the two TCC owned caves, Avery Ranch Cave and the Dies Ranch Treasure Cave.

       TCC Educational Sign Program.  The TCC is installing approximately twenty-five educational signs at the Discovery Well Cave Preserve (Cedar Park) and at the Highland Horizons sub-division (Round Rock).

      TCC Fifteenth Anniversary - October 13, 2009.  Nationwide, the TCC now has over 200 associates.

      TCC Access to over 250 Caves.  When the TCC was started in 1994, one of the goals was to have caver access to over 250 caves.  Through TCC ownership, management contracts, and private access, we now have reached that goal!

       Cave Management Workbook.  TCC President Mike Walsh is working with Cat Kennedy in the development of an Urban Cave Management Workbook.  A CD of related documents is currently available from TCC-caves@austin.rr.com 

      TCC Cavers Assistance.   The TCC will provide cavers with information on forming new Cave Conservancies.   In addition, the TCC will assist cavers that seek to work with Developers that have obtained land with caves. With almost 100 counties identified, this represents opportunities for cavers to own or manage caves currently on land acquired by developers.

Mike Walsh has dedicated much of his life to cave related public education and to the protection of caves.  The Texas Cave Conservancy would like to work with your company to find “Solutions to your Cave related Problems”.
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